Mini-Lecture R.7
 Rational Expressions
Learning Objectives:
1.  Reduce a rational expression to lowest terms
2.  Multiply, divide, add, and subtract rational expressions

3.  Simplify complex rational expressions

Examples:
1.  Reduce each rational expression to lowest terms.
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2.  Perform the indicated operation, and simplify the result.
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3.  Perform the indicated operation and simplify the result.   
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Teaching Notes:
· Reducing rational expressions is always a problem for students. They will try to cancel expressions that are not factored. Emphasize that a term must be factored in order to cancel it.
· There are two techniques shown for reducing a complex fraction. Method 1 is usually easier for the students.

Answers:  
1. 
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3. 
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